Keywords: peel-away sheath; tunnelled dialysis line Placement of tunnelled dialysis lines is effective using ultrasound and fluoroscopic guidance [1] and has a higher success rate than 'blind' insertion [2] .
. 16F sheath which is 17 cm long. Insertion of right internal jugular lines is straightforward using this technique. For left internal jugular insertion, this method avoids the kinking of the peelaway sheath that can occur at the left brachiocephalicsuperior vena cava junction after the removal of the wire and dilator prior to line insertion. Occasionally, a left-sided line is malpositioned with this technique e.g. entering the right brachiocephalic vein, or being doubled up within the left brachiocephalic vein.
However, repositioning is rapid and straightforward, using standard interventional radiology techniques during the same procedure.
In common with the experience reported by Nixon [3] , we have had little response from the manufacturers of these devices about making shorter peel-away sheaths available. In the meantime, however, this adjustment to the available equipment is straightforward and contributes to the limitation of patient risk.
